Photo History 


From April 2021 
(Volume 116) 


~ || Delightful animal figures close to Tintern disused railway station 
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..Still working from behind and catching up with these volumes. 


May 17th 2021 


Family update.. 


Tammy is having the house redecorated and it is looking great. Larnie and Tammy are really doing so well and 
remembering the wonderful Ben in a sensible and constructive way. Larnie is still working hard for Hotel Choco- 
lat and Jake seems to be a very major part of her social agenda.. She often stays here and the dynamic between 
us all is unique. DP is often seeing the kids and he gets on well with Angela (as we do as well). Binkie seems hap- 
py and we hope to see more of her. We have a Whatsapp ‘family’ group with Israel, Berlin, Enfield, Bath and 
Bristol family so it’s so great to chat informally together. 


Lynn is still running in the mornings and | have resumed my early swims. | am eating too much however and | 
pass everything...except the fridge. 


My school volunteering has ended as | did not think it sensible to continue with a new school where possibly | 
was putting myself at risk (and therefore, putting Lynn and other at risk). My mentoring Barbara is very fulfilling 
and | enjoy that challenge. 


Garden and allotment are also a big part of our lives and we are looking forward to our three scheduled holiday/ 
breaks. 


The tube trip to John Lewis at the weekend was a first for months and many stores/shops/restaurants have 
closed permanently so the new face of town will be changing rapidly. Today is the first day when people can 
gather inside in restaurants again and also gatherings of up to 30 in houses are allowed. 


Many are sceptical and worried that this ‘freeing up’ of society may involve a reoccurrence of Covid so everyone 
is watching the situation with fear. 


A traffic light situation is now in operation with every country allowing/not allowing entry and re-entry here 
sometimes requiring isolation after a visit often being compulsory. Many different rules and many of us are to- 
tally perplexed not knowing if we are adhering to the rules. 


The Israel and Gaza situation is worsening and | will update information through this volume s it unfolds. 


Weatherwise: this is possibly the wettest May we have known and we grasp a few rays of sunshine quickly 
whenever possible. A hot late June is forecast so we are eagerly waiting for it. 


June’21 ...Since writing the above, we have had a scorching period (during which we managed to do our long- 
awaited Gilpiin Walk which was a Wye Valley Walk) and we enjoyed the incredible weather. It changed to the 
wettest days imaginable almost as soon as we returned .....so someone’s looking after us! 


This volume shows a slow return (by us anyway) to a more ‘usual’ way of life but the pandemic is still no way 
nearly over and the total death rate in South America (Brazil) was announced yesterday (20th June 2021) as 
topping 500, 000 yesterday )...a sombre note to end this volume on 
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We took the tube and Overground 
to Brick Lane, which was almost 


deserted and saw the _ unlikely 
Spitalfields City Farm with bored 
donkeys below the city towers.. 


Possibly not the best . 
choice of names for a QB ve mas Graffiti, salt beef sandwiches and 


fish restaurant some interesting art as always 


tie 


Beau stayed with us for a week and really looked 


Photo History great prior to ‘enjoying’ work experience in the city 


WL. 
1/2 Roden hy 
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| organised a walk from Little Berkhamsted in 
Hertfordshire with Gerald, Stephen, Cyril, Norman and 
myself and we took advantage of the River Lee to en- 
joy our picnic lunch as pubs were still ‘verboten’ 
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In May 2021 Cyril, Stephen and myself did a main walk early recce at 
Sarrat and managed to book a pub lunch for the group. | mention this 
as it was the first time for ages that this has been allowed. 


STARTERS 
SOUP OF THE DAY wi crusty rou - £5.50 
GARLIC MUSHROOMS i BREADCRUMBS WITH GARLIC MAYONNAISE - £5.75 
BREADED BRIE wir craneeray sauce - $6.75 (W) 


RFLY KING PRAWNS coaTED IN A LIGHT CRISPY BREADCRUMB WITH SWEET Ck 


We had a hoot at Linda’s celebrating Ivor’s 78th birthday 
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Photo History ~~ Later in May the main Sarrat walk took place and as everyone was ‘itching’ to 


get out get out after the long lockdown it was really well attended and we all 
enjoyed the walk but best of all the pub lunch was magic... 


It certainly took longer than | remember it... maybe the groans and 
sighs when climbing the stiles slowed us up.. 


However the checking of the beer delivery ales was all in order!! 


After a grim few months we were delighted to see Tammy enjoying herself 


so much at her 52nd birthday party. She looked great and hard to believe 
we now have such an ‘old’ daughter and us still so young !! The party was 


an Alice in Wonderland theme and Larnie went to town secretly organising 
so much. The singer was fantastic and we watched the enjoyment on eve- 
ryone's faces (it was supposed to be a ‘tea’ but by all accounts some folk 
were still at Tammy until the early hours...well past our bedtime. 
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One of my favourite walks: along the 
Beaune from Bulls Mill towards Staple- 
ford. Gerald, Cyril, Ivor (with Django) 


and myself 
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This river path is well known 
for its gigantic roman snails 


seen here being petted by 
Gerald (before eating it??) 
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The boardwalk is being 
replaced in Grovelands 
and this is great as it 
allows a less muddy 
way of enjoying the 
water marsh area. 


These delightful goslings 


change rapidly into large 


Canada geese 
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| think Milan and | did a great job of ‘tidying up’ our verge out- 
side. 


Southgate Council ...eat your heart out and be ashamed...very 


ashamed!! 


| managed to get this almost identical 


ring made by Rachel Gera to replace 
the one stolen long ago 


There is definitely a family resemblance 


Anoraks 
on...ready 
for the 
downpour 


Lynn and | took a footpath in Hertfordshire which took in Goldings, which 
was originally a large stately then an orphanage and finally Hertfordshire 
architects department before being sold off as a fascinating development 
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of houses and apartments in acres of landscaped grounds 


The footpath went through their field...but 
we decided to give it a detour 
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..sorry about having to dis- 
play this old shot (seen on 
the wall in ASDA) but | want- 
ed to show as much detail as Thisie wheres welive naw 
possible. 


Photo History June 20721.... 
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One of our first outings after lockdown 

was a long-awaited exhibition at the 
| V&A. (Lynn and | had been ‘avatars’ on 
line at an invited pre-view presentation 
| which was amazing. The exhibition was 
| very good and socially distanced includ- 
| ing a virtual reality session with com- 
plete immersion but it was too stuffy to 
| fully enjoy. Here are some of the images 
| taken from so many on display.. 
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Paintings, cinema stills, real 
installations made it a fas- 
cinating variety of media.. 
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These imaginative 


light shows were 
well thought out 


| guess the designers would be proud if they 
saw the delight in the kids’ faces...totally 
fascinated by the exhibits 
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Nee! WER In June ‘21 Lynn and | did another organised walk. This one was called The 


Gilpin Trail which followed an original route that was considered the birth- 
place of British Tourism . It was a 5 walking day trip mainly following The 
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River Wye on the Welsh border. We arranged a rest day mid term. To 
make it easier we opted to drive to the finishing town of Chepstow 
where we managed to find a car park that was free for the week (due to 
a non-operating payment machine.) We then got a taxi to the start 
point at Ross-On-Wye.. Great weather was provided.. 
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St Marys the Virgin , built in 1316 with 
possibly Roman underlying structures 


Redstone Tudor alms-houses 


The first day we walked approx. 7 miles 
from Ross-On-Wye to Kerne Bridge 


Prospect Gardens 


The Leaping Salmon Sculpture 


next to The man of Ross pub 


Capt 
Pee a 
Sere eterno 


Morning dew on spiders web 


make fascinating studies 
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We stayed here overnight..in 
This is Kerne Bridge 


Photo History The Inn On the Wye 


This is the disused factory which produced the entire World 


War 1 field telephone cable and other fine wire products 
Lydbrook 


(disused rail- 
way) Bridge 


We passed ruins of 
cottages and farm 
holdings where 
small scale quarry- 
ing took place 
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Kayaking on The Wye 


Lynn spotted this monster 


crawling out of the river 


~ Fly Fishing on The Wye 
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Canoes at Symond’s Yat East 


Photo History 


Symond’s Yat (East) 
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Early evening 


Due to the pandemic, the old a Marquee for outside eating 
hand ferry was not operating : 


Biblin’s Suspension Bridge 


Biblins Suspension bridge across to Wales 


Canoeists on the rapids 


The Duke of Beaufort 


Bridge . (Now disused) 
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On the Welsh border 
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Monmouth Failway bridge - 
Monmouth Museum, “” 
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The Wye Valley Railway Monmouth Viaduct - being built and (below) now disused) 
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We had lunch in Monmouth and the continued 
to History our walk (approx. 10 miles) to Redbrook 


We stayed in Inglewood House with the 


| delightful Siobhan who, it transpired, 


was good friends with Ben Freeman a 
great friends of DP—what a coincidence 


sunk Be 


As there was no food available in Redbrook we had pre- 
arranged fish & chip in the local pub marquee...and it was great 
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From Redbrook we walked approx. 10 miles to 
Photo History Tintern mainly along the Wye via Brockweir 


The iron bridge at Redbrook 


This was originally a hive of activity with cargoes frequently 
being transferred to and from seagoing ships 


haeictany 
noto History 


Some of the delightful art 


work leading to the station 
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Tintern Station is no longer in use and 
is a delightful play area, tea shop and 
we discovered this great guy carving 
wooden statues and edifices 


; #RESOCIALISE we VE MISSED You 
cE wn, RESPONSIBLY 


of 


marr aoe as. 


oem) 


Pt eee ae eae 
FE jcrinoncrnaiovana 


Photo History 


41 


c 
— 
oO 
Y 
= 
no) 
c 
3 
o) 
— 
<x 


Photo History 


Photo History —= 


NTETENATIONAL 


=) 


, \eeecee 


This is all that is left of the 
original ford crossing 


Fryer's Wharf is a long neglected, almost forgotten landmark in Tintern's cultural heritage. The adjacent church of St. Michael's is Tintern's oldest place of worship 

The entrance to the church and the entrance to Fryer's wharf slipway almost coincide. They are equidistant from the village cross, the stone of which is still visible in 

the wall. The slipway once led to a ford across the Wye, negotiable on foot at low tide until the monks from the abbey created Ash weir on the Chepstow side of 

} Tincern Parva. Thus, the slipway, the wharf and the church all predate the abbey by several centuries. Opposite the slipway, at low water, the exit from the ford on the 
Gloucestershire side is evident even now. A track from it climbs through the woods to the ancient camp at Madgetts (Modes Gate). 


How interesting it is to imagine Saxons walking down to Tintern, crossing the river to make their way up to Trellech and thence to Monmouth. Meanwhile, sea going 
and smaller craft would be using the wharf and slipway all within sight of the local churchgoers. 


Presently, the area is moribund, though steps are afoot to recreate its former status. One day, 
Pumping station and the clearance of rubbish and infill will, once again, 
i with a profound sense of Tintern's histor 


with the cooperation of Welsh Water, the removal of the utilitarian 
permit boat owners unimpeded and safe river access and inspire visitors and residents alike 
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"~~ The Wild Hare in Tintern, where 


we stayed for two nights 


The final leg of our journey took us 
5.5 hours from Tintern to Chepstow 
and was a hilly route through 
woodland and was very lush 


CAVE. 


| The Giant’s Cave with 


B the view (below) 


View from the Eagles' Nest 
over the Severn estuary 


Photo History The large Piercefield estate 


As we arrived in Cheptow we met a young lady who took her children daily from Tintern to Chepstow. 
The journey takes her 15 minutes. We had walked for over 5 hours ..... No comment! 


way to flow to the sea and the Wye 

chose the prettiest route. By the time 
have completed the 136 mile Wye 
; Walk*we are sure you will agree. 


_ The Woodfield Arms in Chepsow where we spent the final night of our walk 
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The Wye bridge 
in Chepstow 
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THE GLOUCESTER "HOLE. 


‘Tive sfivatt square openrig leads into a much 
larger ehamber in che limestone cliffs. 
et There ar@ many stories about its origin and 
Z use: for scoring tea by the Shirenewton 
Qirakers or explosives by Brunel when 

che Railway was buile. 


A local antiquarian J).G.Wood, wrote in 
1901 that nearly 50 gears earlier he byd 
quizzed the didest inhabitants and 
discovered thar this n#@ural. cave had been 
enlarged and fitted with a crane at its 
mouth to unload large ships chat could 
Moor there in deep water but cod not 
easily dock at the shalloweg wharves on 
aliis side of the rivet Megs vg 0 Was . 
reveaded into crows and aus river co: 
Monmeuth ang t Hereford Wary years, 
* So oning | chains and reves iv eve CME below 
survived to suppore thrs explavatron: 


The Union Jack Was. first. painted 

1935 to nrack the Silver Jubilee wf 

George V by some Ghepyiew salhion 
fishermen. The hekhest dudes reach weary 
Heatly to the top of it. 
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We saw this hole 
from the opposite 
bank and_ then 
found this _ fasci- 
nating explanation 
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Panevino...our final night fantastic meal. On the terrace 
watching the tidal rise of the Wye . A perfect ending 
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end of a great walk 
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